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H, 4 Difcourfe occafion'd by an Infeription found, about Three
Tears ago, at Langchelter in the Bifhoprick of Durham,
and communicated to the Royal Society from Dr. Hunter
by Dr. Woodward, as it is printed in the Philsfophical
Tranfaitions, N° 354. By Roger Gale, Efg; R. S. S.

R. Eunter, who communicated this Infcription,
D having only given us his Conjectures as to the
firft fortifying the Place where it was found,
and the Time of its Repair after it had been deftroy’d,
bur faid nothing relating to the Explanation of the In-
fcription itfelf, tho’ extremely curious; it will not, I
hope, be taken amifs, if I offer fome Thoughts that oc-
curr’d to me at firft fight of ir, and afterwards indu-
ced me to put together what follows upon that Sub-
je@ 1 fhall not in the leaft difpute or call in queftion
the Time of its Foundation, as fix'd by the Doctor,
but begin with the Place where it was difcover’d, name-
ly Langchefter or Lancafter, in the Bifhoprick of Dur-
bam, which [am, ' wicth him, fully per{fuaded was the
Longovicus, where the Notitia Imperii places the * Namea
rus Longovicariorum. -

This place is feated upon a great Military Way, a-
bout 12 Miles diltance from Binchefter, and 7 from Ebe
chefter, the one the Pinwvia, and the other the Pindomo-
74 of Antoninus, as the Correfpondence of the Numbers
may evince ; Bincheffer being 19 Roman Miles from Eb-
chefter, as that is 9 from Corbridge, the exa& Numbers
the Itinerary gives us between Vinovia, Vindomora, and
Corflopitum. What is very ftrange is, that the Jtinerary,
which muft go upon the great Road directly thro’ this
+ Nnnnnn Town
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Town of Lonzovizus betwixe Findomora and Pinewia,
takes not the leaflt Notice of ir, but meafuresche Way
at the whole Lengith and Number of Miles, from the
fird to the latter of thole Stations It Lorgovica was
foundedy as Or. /funter fuppifes 3, fo early as the
Time ot Fulins Agricsla, and 1f that liinerary was com-
poie¢ by any of che Emperors that bore he Name of
Antoninus, this Station migh: have been deftroy d or
deferted during the Wars with th &ritains and not be-
ing repaird all« ke Reign of Gordian (1, was paf{<’d over
by the Auibhor of the tinerary. as a Camp not then tn be-
ing. or of no ule to the Rom:z Armies; and chis would
be no weak Argument for the Antiquity of thac Werk »
And perhaps tome Parts of it may have been defcribed
as early as the Reigns of thofe Empcrors, or earhier, and
fuch Names of more modern ¥ laces as are found in it,
may have been afterwards added as Occafion requir d.
4s a farther Confirmarion of this Conjec¢ture, beg icave
to obferve, that rhius ! lace, after 1t was repaird by Gor-
dian, {ubfifled cven to the Ruine of the Koman Empire in
Britain, as is evident by the Mention of it in the Notitia
Imperii: {o that had this * Jourrey which carries us from
Vindomora to Finovia been composd afcer the Reign of
Gordian, it would be very hard to account for the Omif:
fion of this remarkabie Station and Town, a- it appears
to have been from this, and many other tnfcriptions
Yound there.

Having this Opportunity ofdoing it ! am unwilling to
fet it flip withour reftifying a Miltake in the # [Jay towards
the Recovery of the Roman Highwys thre tritan, printed
in the 61b Volume of Mr. Hearnd’s Itinerary of Leland °,
which having brought the Erminzfireet ( not the vi az
ding[ireer, as >r Hynter and the Country calf it) a lircle
‘beyond Cuarttarick in Lorkfhire, divides it there into two

Branches,
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Branches, tracing one of them to Zinmouth, and the other
to arl:fl2 but omics the main Stemm of ir, that cuns al-
molt diretly Northward vo Fiercebridge, {o to Deaton,
Houghton, binchefter, Lanzchefter, Ebchefter, Cortridye,
and through the Heare of Northumberiend isro Scatlied,
about a Mile and a half to the Welt of Berwick. ¥t isin
feveral places very intire and fair, efpeeialiy between Cor.
bridze and Binch:fter, the Ridge of it there being for the
moft part two Yards in Height above the Level of the
Soil, no lefs than Eight Yards broad, and all pav’d wich
Stones, that are as even as if new laia : as Tam inform’d
by the ingenious Mr. Warburton, wie has ofren view'd
it, and to whom we arc obliged for the moft accurate
and ufeful Map of the County of Nortzumberiznd thae
was cver yet publifh'd.  This Digrefiien, if irmay he fo
call’d, 1 hope will be excus’d, fince it notoniy o rishe
an Error, but acquaints you with a noble Zoman Way,
fearcely yet known or cbferv'd by any body.

Having fix’'d the Seat of this Longivicus, where the
Infcriprion was found, let us confider nexe what {ort of
a Place it was; and upon due Enguiry ic will appear to
have been one of the moft ancient and emineat >tations
the Romans were pollcisd of in thele Varts.  As ro its
Antiquity, Dr. Hunter has made it probable, that we
ought to look for it as high as Fulius Agricols’s command-
ing under Domitian, in this lfland:  Asto its Eminency,
the Infcription that came laft from bim to the Society. as
well as feveral others found there, is an undeatable Evi-
dence of irs being a Place of grear Confideration ; bur
nothing can put that more out of Diipute than the ik
which was foeme Years ago tran{mitted by the fame
Hand 6, which therefore | beg leave to in'ert here wich
thar which came lalt from him, and the racher becauc
little or noching has ever been {aid upon it, and chat they
will give great Light one ro the other.
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The Stone whereon the firlt is cut has been broke
in two, whereby fome of the Letters are defaced, how-
ever, it may be very well read as follows; the Letters
PRE in the fourth Line I take to be a Miftake of the
Workman, having f{een feveral Copies, where they are
fo tranfcribed; that they fhould be PER is evident
from the fifth Line of the {econd Infeription.

1. Imperator Cefar Marcus Antowius Gordianus
Fius Felix Auguftus Balncum cum
Bufilica a [olo inftruxit
Per Cneium Lucilianum Legatum Auguftalem
Propratorem Curante Marco Aurelio
Quirino Prafecto cohortis prima Longovicariorum 35 or
rather, Legionis Gordiana.

The fecond can be read only afier the following
manner.

W, Imperator Cafar Marcus Antonins
Gordianus Pius Felix Auguftus
Principia & Armamentaria
Conlapfa reftituit
Per Macilium Fufcums Legatum
Auguftalem Propratorem curante Marco Aurelio
Luirino Prafecto Cohortis prime Legionis Gordiang.

From thefe Two Infcriptions compar'd together, it
will be apparent that they were not only erected unt
der the fame Emperor, but by the Care of the very
fame Perfon Awrclius Quirinys, tho' not in the fame
Year. The Emperor can be no other than Gordianas
the youngeft, or third of that Name; the two former
having been flain {o very foon after they had affumed
the Purple, that it is improbable they fhould have gi-

ven
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ven any Orders or Commands for the ere&ting of new,
and repairing of antient Buildings, in (o remote a Pro-
vince as Brirain was from Africa, where they were
murder'd afcer a fhort joint Reign of {carce {cven Weeks.

Dr, Fanter vells us, that that which was firly dif=
coverd (and which i thall theicfore always diftinguith
by the Name of the firlt) was dug up abour a Hundred
Yards Eaft frem a grear Squace, which had been fortified
with a thick, fircng Wall, faced with hewen Stone,
within which, and without, cipecially towards the Eaft,
arc nothing but ruinous Heaps of Stone, and thinks the
Lodging of the Garifon only to have been included with~
in thofe Walls. His Conjeélure is very much confirm-
ed by the * Account he gives us of the finding the laft
Infcription within that {quare inclofure ;. {o that there
feems to have been at this Lonzovicus a large Town, and
one of thofe Camps call’d Caftra ffativa, where the Le-
gions lay in Quarters during the time of Peace and
Quict.

The firlt Tafcription tells us, thatthe Emperot Gordian
buile the Balncum and Bafilica from the Ground, a Solos
whereas, by the {econd he appears to have been only
the Repairer of the Principia and Armimentaria.  Per-
haps therefore here might be no Fown, till the Romans
thought fit to repair their old deferted Camp ac this
Place, and then the Emperor might alfo build the Bath
and Palace for the Refidence of the Froprator, when in
thefe Farts of Britain ; the Word Bafilica importing both
a Palace, and an Edifice for hearing of Caufes, and
tranfacting all publick Affairs.  Asthis eminent Buil-
ding was erected by the Emperor’s Command, it is
an undeniable Argument of the Splendor of chis Town,
as are the great Heaps of Rubbith, and Ruines, where

£his
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this Infcription was found, of its Largenels and Ex-

tent
The fecond cqually puts the being of tho Caffram fla-
tivem out of difpute, when it acquatats us with the Re=
bulding of the Armam:ntarisand Principra there, that is
the drcenal. and Quarters cither of the Legionary Soldis
er, that were cali’'d the Principes, or the place where
the ragles and other military £nfigns were kepe, It is
probable they did not belong ro one particular Legion,
but to feveral, as they had occafion t: be emplay’d here
' tho the lLegio [oxta Vidrix {eems to have the belt
Ticle to them, as being conflantly quarter’'d in the
Nor.hs whercas, the * Legio Secund:, and 3 Viecfima
were generally garrifon'd, the firft ac Carrloon in Wales
and Rich'wrrow 10 K-nt. and the other at and about Che-
fler; {o thac the ¢+ Monumenrs they have left in the
North were erected by them. when the Wars, and other
Works, as particularly rthe Wail- carry'd crofs the liland,
calld them chicher; which bzing finith’d, they returned
home to their more Southern Quarters, and continud
in them till commanded Abroad upon new Services. I
will not precend ro determin when thele drmamentaria
and f'rincipia firlt fell to ruin; perhaps it might be
when Hudrian, Lollins Urbicus and Sewverss had care
ricd thoir Conquefls farther into the Enemy’s Ceuntry,
and having builc thofe famous Wail:, the Relicks of
which we flill {ee in the Shire of Sterling in Scotland, and
in Northamberland and Cumbe land in Ex;lind, thac this
Camp might be thoughr ufclefs, the Roman Forces be-
ing drawn ncarer to, and quarterd upon the Frontiers;
and {o this Fortrels abandoned and fufferd to fall into
decay, as the Word conlapfs implies : and not that it
was

—

* prol, Leg. V1. Niceph.Ebor locat. * Anton. Itin. X1T. Not Imp.
p. 161, 3 Anten, ltin 1L+ Camd. p. 835, 920. RPhil. Tranf. N° 269
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was deftroy’d by any Fire, War, or other Enemy than
Age and Neglect.

Tho’ the Word conlapfa is wrote here with an N, there
can be no doubt but the Pronunciation of it was as we
ufually find it {pele, collapfa ; a certain Argument of the
Letter N’s being filent in the middlc of a Word, before
two Confonants, efpecially NS, and NT, when the T
was pronounced like an S, To omit what * Quintilian
{ays-to this purpofe, it is confirm’'d by the Abfence of
that Lecter in numberlels Infcriptions in Grater, Reinee
fius, @¢. and no wonder, fince the Workmen in thofe
Days, as well as ours, ufually wrote as they {poke their
Words. 1 fhall not trouble you with Quotations of any
of them to this end, but asa Proof of whatl fay, on-
ly affure you from ocular Infpe@ion and a moft accu-
rate Examination, that there is no tranfverfe Line over
the Letters ES belonging to the Word FABRIGESIS in
the Infcription of 1VL. VITALI at Baih, whatever
has been affirm’d to the contrary, but that the Letter
N is totaly omitted there.  You will alfo pardon my
Endeavours, before I leave this Subject, to explain a
fhort Infeription belonging to fome of our Countrymen,
tho’ found at Amerbach in Germany *, fince it will be a
new Proof of the foregoing Affertion.

II1.

NYMPHIS ¢ Nymphis.
N+BRITTON Numerns Brittonum
TRIPVTIEN Triputienfis, OF —enus

SVB CVRA ¢ Sub cara
M+ VLPI Marci Ulpii

MALCHI+ Malch;
> LEG XXII Centurionis Leg. 22,
PR +P+F, Primigenie, Pie, Felicis.

There

N
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There is no Difficulty but in the Word TRIPVTIEN,
and that will prefently vanith if you infert the Letter N,
and read it TRIPVNT, 7.e. Triponticnus or Tripontienfis,
the Muration of the O and V being {o frequent, that
no body is ignorant of it. ‘This will bring you te 77:-
pontium ' or Dowbridge in Northamptonfhire; tho’ that ex-
cellent Antiquary Dr. Battely ®, in his Antiguitates Ru-
tupine, would read it RIPVTIEN, and fix’d the Place
whence this Numerus rook its Appellation at Richbwrrow
in Kent.

But to return where we left the Camp at Longovicss,
it will bz as difficult to atiign a Reafon for its being
repaired, as it was for its being deferted ;5 unlefs rhac
the Proprators maight judge it advifable about the Time
of Gordian 1. to fix their Refidence there, and confe-
quently refortify the old Camp for their State and Se-
curity. And that it was not refortify’d upon any fud-
den Emergency, but for Time and Duration, is evi-
dent both from the ftrong Stone-Works that encompafs’d
it, and a Body of Forces lying here, even at the Expira-
tion of the Roman Empire and Authority in this Ifland,
which from its Continuance in the {ame Station, had
got the Mame of the Longovicarii 3.

The Terfon rhat under the Emperor gave Direction
for thefe Repairs, was Mecilius Fufens : As Macilins is 2
Diminutive of Mecins, it is not unlikely that he was
the Son of Auecins Fufcus, who was Conful with Zurpi-
lius Dexter, A.D.225. in the Reign of Alexander Seve-
rus : By this Infcription it appears that this AMecilins
was the Emperor Gordiaw’s Lieutenant here and Proprator 5
For tho' in Phil. Tranfait. N° 354, by the Inadver-
tency of the Engraver, we read only PR. inftead of
PR. PR; it is right in the Original, and in the Tran-

Oooo0o00 feript
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fcript fent up by-Dr. Eanter, and accordingly in pas.
825. the Fault is amended.  And as the Name of Fuf-
gns ftands in the fame Place in the fecond as that of
Lacilianus docs in the firlt, and with the fame Ad-
junéts both before and after, we may fairly conclude
he was either his P'redeceflor or Succeflor, but which,
it is impoflible to determin.

And here, perhaps, it may not be amifs to re-
mark, we never meet with a Legatus Augnffalis in any
Infeription in this Hland, without the joint Titcle of
Proprator 5 and ' Zacitus him{elf either makes them the
fame Office, or at leaft unites them in the fame Perfon,
when he tells us, Z» Britannia P. Oftorium Propreio-
rem turvide res excepere ;5 and having prefently afrer
related the manner of the Fight with the Zeewns, fiiles
him Legatus, Qui pugni filius Legatiy M. Offorius, fer-
wati civis decus meruit * 5 and a little after he gives both
the fame Titles to 4. Didins the Succeflor of Offeriss.

We are indebted therefore to thefe two Monumeats,
not only for the Account they have preferved of the
Roman Arms and Magnificence at Longovicns, but for
the indifputable Records of the Names of two Legates
and Proprators of Britain, that would otherwife have
been buried in Oblivion, viz. Cueius Lucilianus and Ma-
cilins Fufeus: For from Virius Lupus (who was Fropra-
tor and Legate here about the Year 208, under Seve-
rus, and jult before that Emperor’s coming into this
Ifland repaired a Bath burnt down at Lavatre, or
Bowes , in Torkflire) we have no where exrant the
Name of onc of thofe Qfficers, till we come to Non-
nius Philippus, whom I take to have {ucceeded the laft
of thefe; the * Stone which was found at O/ Carljfic

in
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( 833)

in Camberland, and has prefervd his Memory, fotring
forth that he was Legate and Propretor when ticus
and Pratextatus were Confuls, which was 4. D 242.
the very Year that our Gordian went upon his Perfran
Expedition, from which he ncver return’d. And as that
Emperor . left Nonnius Fhilippus in that Poft, when he
march’d into the Eaft, where he was murderd about
two Years after, it is highly probable that he was che
lak Proprater of his appointing, and confequently, that
Macilins Fufcus was his Predeceflor, and the Repairs be-
gun at Longovicus before the Year 243 *.  I'would not
have troubled you with this Inlcription, but that it is
faultily tranfcribed in Camden, and that I fhall have oc-
cafion by-and-by to refer to it again, upon a material
Point, which therefore I hope will plead my Pardon.

IV, L. O. M

PRO. SALVTFE. IMPERATORIS

M. ANTONI. GORDIANIL P. F.
INVICTI. AVG. ET. SABINAE. FyR
IE. TRANQVILE. CONIVGL. EIVS, TO
TAQVE. DOMV. DIVIN. EORVM. A
LA. AVG. GORDIA. OB ViRTVTEM
APPELLAT. POSVIT. CVL PRAEEST
AIMILIVS. CRISPINVS. PREF
EQQ_NATVS. IN. PRO. AFRICA DE
TVSDRO. SVB. CVR. NONNIL PHI
LIFPL LEG. AVG. PROPRETO.
ATTICO. ET. PRETEXTATQ COSS.

Coo0000 2 The
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The Perfon who had the Care of thele Repairs both
in Town and Camp, was Marcus Aurelins Quirinns, Fre-
feit or Commander of a Company of Foot; another Ar-
gument for the Propiaetors Lucilianus and Fufeus {ucceed-
ing immediately one the other, he ferving in the fame
FPoft under both:. I muft obferve however;. that altho’
the two firft Infcripticns have been cur very near the
fame time, and by the fame Hand, as appears by the
Form of the Letters, and Manner of the Abbreviarions
in each of them, yet the Office that this Quirinus bore
is fomething differently exprefs’d in the firft from what
it is in the fecond, if they have been accurately tran-
feribed ; the Firt thewing, after Q#7RINO the Letters
PRE.CH. I. L.G. R, which, before I had feea the Latter,
I was induced to read Prefecto Cobortis prime Longovica-
riorum, the ' Notitia Imperii placing the Preficins nime-
ri Longovicariorum Longovico. 'That Numerus and Cos
hors were the fame thing, > Pancirellus, in his Notes
upon that Book, quotes St. Chryfoffome o prove, and
fome others, Cobors erat qui vocatur Numerus ; but | ras
ther take it to be an indefinite Number of Men, which
might comprize {everal Companies, independent of a-
ny Legion. 3 Pegetins, {peeking of the Legati Impera-
Zoris, {ays, in quorum locum wunc illuftres wivos conflat Ma-
giftros Militum [ubflitutos, 4 quibus non tantum bine Legio-
nes, fed plures Nameri gubernantur; by which it is plain,
the Numeri were no Legionary Coborts. Neither was the
Name {o modern as from- the Notitia Imperii and Chrys
Joftome it might appear to be 5 for we meet witha * Ni-
mierus Britonum upon an Altar found in Zranfylvania, de-
dicated to the Nymphs, when the Emperor. Commodus and
Glabrio were Confuls, 4. D. 186. And * another Numse-
rus upon an Altar crected to Fercaules for the Profperity

of
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of Septimins Severns, When Lateranns and Rufings were
Confuls, 4. D, 197: PBur after I had review’d the Let-
ters at the end of the fecoud Infcription, which are plain-
ly tranfcribed PR. CoH.I. L. GOR. [ could read them
no otherwife than Frefcifo Cobortis prime Legionis Gerdia-
ne. Gordian 1i]. was {o beloved of the Soldiery, that feve-
ral Legions complimented him by honouring themfelves
with his Name, as the ' Legio tertia Italica, which tock
the Addition of Gordiana ; and the * Legio decima ge-
mina, and ? Decima tertia gemina did both give themfelves
the fame Appeliation.  But which of the Legions quar-
tered in this Ifland {o ftiled itfelf is not determin'd by
this Infeription or any other that I know of. Howe-
ver, as the Legio fexta Vitrix was all along quarter'd
in the Northern parts of this Kingdom (‘as [ obfer-
ved before ) where thefe Infcriptions were ere@ed, [
make no doubt but it was that which call’d it (cif Ger-
diana, tho' the numeral Diftin&ion of VI is omitted,
only perhaps for want of Room on the Stone. We find
by {everal Inflcriptions in Camden, that there was an Ala
in thofe Parts which prided it {elf upon its Valour, and
was therefore call'd the Als Auguffa; of the many Me-
morials it has lefc us of its Title, I fhall only mention
+one found at 0/d Carliflz, and which is the ancicnteft
of them all, by any certainty of Date.

. O. M
AL. AVG. O3
... RTVT. APPEL. CVI
PRAEEST. TiB. CL. TIB. F. P.

LING ' *N IVSTINVS.

PRAEF. FVSCIANQO.

IL SILANO. 1. COS.

that

s

2 Velf. Monum., Augufte Vindel, p. 431, 2 Grut, p. 8o. 3 Gruter,
P- 433.2  # Camd. p,827.
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that is,

Fovi Optimo Maximo, Ala Augufts ob Virtu-
tem appelata, cui pracft Tiberins Clandins Tiberii
Silins,  provincid Lingonenfi, Fuflinus prafeitns,
Fufciano [ecundv, Silano [ecunddo Confulilus.

This Alrar was dedicated when Fufcianus and Sile-
#us were the {econd time Comfuls, that is, in the Year
188. under the Reign of Commodus, and Fifty Years
before our Gordian came to the Empire. At the fame
place was alfo difcover'd the Fourth Infeription by me
quoted, where we find this fame 4ls Auzufta ftiling
itlelf alfo Gordianas from whence I think it is not a
lictle probable that the Legion to which this Wing ap-
pertain'd was the Legio Gordiana mention’d in the Inferip-
tions found at Langcheffer 5 and that Legicn to have
been the Legio fexta Viitrix, from the long Continu-
ation of this 4/ Augufta in thefe Northern parts of
the Nation, the conftant Quarters of that Legion.

Fuly 10,
1718,
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